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Newbigin Calls for Intensified Missions 

(New York) — Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, has declared that the main task of Christian missions still 
lies ahead and that the coming union of the IMC with the World Council of Chur- 
ches must make this clear, 


Preaching in New York's Riverside Church on May 25 at a service commemo-— 
rating the fiftieth anniversary of the First “orld Missionary Conference in 
1910, he said that "the Church is present everywhere as the home base for a 
world missionary task, Rejoicing in the existence of the younger churches and 
helping them in their tasks must not become a substitute for missionary com- 
mitment", he went on. 


"“Tnter—church relations are not a substitute for foreign missions", Bishop 
Newbigin warned. "Global ecclesiastical introversion does not cease to be in- 
troversion by being global. It is necessary to say this rather sharply in order 
to separate a false from a true understanding of the new situation in which we 
are," 


The bishop, whose text was from Paul's letter to the Philippians (3,12-15) 
-~ "forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal" - told his hearers that "our obligation to take the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth is at best as urgent and compelling in 1960 as 
tin wasein 1910", 
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He continued: "The missionary task is still fundamentally the same — to go 
forth outside the frontiers of Christendom to make Christ know among all the 
nations, That colossal task is still largely ahead of us, The meeting of the 
Gospel with the great non-Christian religions has hardly begun. There is no 
possible ground for any slackening of the foreign missionary concern," 


Bishop Newbigin also underlined the importance of seeking the kind of unity 
fom ihe Church. that Christ willeto give. it in its missionary task. 


"The task of Christian unity is utterly central to the task of mission", 
he said. ‘The proper bearer of a universal Gospel is a universal fellowship." 


But the bishop observed that the idea of "taking the existing denominational 
structures and riveting them together on a wider frame to form one structure of 
the same kind, but larger than the existing ones" was a picture of reunion that 
“rightly frightens many who have a true understanding of the nature of the 
Church". 


He Claimed that "every great movement which gathers to itself great re-~ 
serves in men, in experience, and in money, runs the risk of becoming chiefly 
interested in its own existence and development, The ecumenical movement is 
not immune from these dangers", he continued. "The true fulfilment of the ecu- 
menical movement will come when its organisational structures are no longer 
necessary because the Church itself has been led — through whatever sufierings 
end lumi laavions, $6. the-recovery.of its’ true unity." (See also EPS No,20) 

BPS, Geneva 


Peon olan counci | fAeainet "Buddhist Stace! 


(Rangoon) —- The Burma Christian Council has opposed plans now in hand to make 
Buddhism the state religion of the country. (See EPS No.18) 


A statement presented by the council to a State Religious advisory Commis-— 
sion investigating the issue said that the proposal was "diametrically opposed 
to the modern democratic ideal of separation between religion and the state". 


According to the Christian Council the granting of official status to Bud— 
dhism would mark a step backward from Burma's present constitution, which 
guarantees “that each individual citizen should have an equal standing and an 
equal share in all state interests and activities and that religion is a matter 
of private individuals and religious bodies, not that of the state". 


(The new status for Buddhism was promised in the successful election cam- 
paign of Prime Minister U Nu.) 


The Burma Christian Council also asked for clarification of the rights and 
freedoms of non-Buddhists under the proposed new plan. 


Roman Catholic testimony presented before the Advisory Commission said that 
Buddhism was already sufficiently privileged in Burma and did not need to be 
given the title of a state religion. The Roman Catholic archbishops of Rangoon 
and Mandalay, in their joint declaration, warned against using knowledge of 
Buddhism as a test of candidates for public office. They also opposed sugges— 
tions that the Minister of Education and the Minister of Religious Affairs 
should be the same person, 


The All~Burma Moslem Youth League has publicly opposed making Buddhism the 
state religion. 


Of a total population of 20,250,000 in Burma, about 600,000 are Protestants, 
177,000 Catholics and just over 600,000 Moslems. EPS, Geneva 
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southern Baptists Face Desegregation Issue 


(Miami Beach, Fla) ~ Southern Baptist evangelist Billy Graham has urged the 
southern Baptist Convention, of which he is a member, to work for better race 
relations in the South of the USA. The Convention is one of the largest chur- 
ches in America, 


Ln a two-point appeal he asked for obedience to the law and more personal 
approaches by whites to Negroes. The suggestions were made to an audience of 
almost 15,000 at the annual meeting of the Convention. 


itp F F ‘ ai s - 

First, we can obey the law", said Dr. Graham. “There is no place in the 
ecriptures where it says any Christian can disobey any law unless it interferes 
with the worship of God." 


na o : ; 

second, we can go out of our way to be courteous, kind and gracious to 
those of the other race on a personal basis", he went on. "Go to the man next 
door and let him know you love him." 


Before Billy Graham's speech, the Convention had unanimously received a 
report from its Christian Life Commission urging Southern Baptists to help Negro 
citizens to achieve equal rights. The report said that Negro churches had be- 
come a "source of spiritual power in the social upheaval of our day" and drew 
attention to the choice of non-violent methods by Negro leaders. 

HPS, Geneva 


Presbyterians Criticise US Response to World Refugee Year 


(Cleveland, Ohio) — The United Presbyterian Church in the USA has criticised the 
United States Government and people for inadequate co-operation in the inter-— 
National World Refugee Year effort, 1959-1960. 


A report from the church's Committee on Resettlement services, read to the 
General Assembly at Cleveland, drew attention to the failure of the US Congress 


to allocate a sum of $10,000,000 proposed by President Eisenhower, "Nor has 
there been any outstanding refugee legislation", said the report. 


During the Year, the United Presbyterians have resettled 1,858 refugees and 
displaced persons in co-operation with the World Council of Churches and the 
National Council of Churches in the USA. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Aid Quake Victims 


(Geneva) — Churches around the world have rushed support to victims of the 
earthquake and tidal wave disaster which have left an estimated 5,000 persons 
dead and two miilion homeless in Chile. 

Shipments *),000 pounds of food and multi-vitamin tablets, anti-typhoid 
serum and penicillin valued at $15,000 were air-lifted within hours to the dis- 
aster area by Church World Service, relief agency of the US National Council of 
Churches. 


Together CWS and Lutheran World Relief (USA) also sent 1,500 blankets and 
115,000 pounds of clothing. 

Cash contributions totalling $75,290 have been reported to date from chur- 
ches in six countries in response to an appeal telegraphed Friday (May 27) by 
the Division of Inter—Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches, Geneva. 
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. These came from Germany, $48,000; Great britain, $14,000; The Netherlands, 
$5 0003 New Zealand, 52,790; Norway, $1,000; and from the United States - CWS, 
$5,000 and Imtheran yorld Relief, $1,500. 


Distribution of church-contributed supplies is being supervised by Dr. Leon 
subercaseaux, WCC Service to Refugees representative in Chile. He is being as= 
sisted by llr. Oscar Garcia, WCC representative in Argentina, All church aid is 
being co-ordinated with the relief programmes of he Evangelical Council of Chur- 
ches of Chile, the Red Cross and other welfare agencies working at the disaster 
scene, 


No special appeal has been issued by the WCC for Japan victims of the tidal 
waves which struck there some 23 hours after the first day of the Chilean siege, 


The Rev. Kentaro Buma, director of Japan Church World Service, Inc., in 
response to a WCCO cable reported sufficient relief commodities on hand and no 
additional assistance required, 


Japan CWS relief supplies from stock piles on hand were air-shipped to vic- 
tims and were thefirst to reach the stricken areas in Northern Honshu and the 
northernmost island of Hokkaido, the hardest battered of the northern islands. 
Giey imcluded 12,000 pounds of clothing, 10,800 pounds of flour-and 1,188 pomede 
of biscuits. The shipments were flown to the city of Matsushima, a city in the 
northern area,and from this point are being distributed by servicemen of the 
Japan Self—-Defence Force, 


The supplies sent included large amounts of food comnodities previously 


sent to Japan by Church World Service (USA) and clothing sent by CORSO, national 
material relief agency with which the New Zealand Council of Churches co-operates. 


Aboard one of the first planes into the area was the Rev. Donald H, Bits- 
berger, JCWS associate director, who is making an inspection trip of the needs 
of the stricken area. 


Police estimates of the damage indicate 103 persons killed, 82 missing and 
854 injured. Another 149,370 persons are homeless, A total of 1,680 houses 
were destroyed, 1,934 damaged, 1,473 washed away and 43,127 inundated. The fi- 
gures are expected to rise as communications are restored, HPS, Geneva 


Presbyterians Endorse Non-Violent Demonstrations 

(New York) ~ Two leaders of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA have asked 
the president of F.W. Woolworth Company, a chain of national variety stores, to 
"ostablish a clear policy of non-segregation at its lunch counters". 


‘joolworth store lunch counters have been among the targets of "sit-in" de- 
monstrations by white and Negro students protesting against segregated eating 
Peer ues. 

Dr. Theophilus M. Taylor and Dr. John Coventry Smith, chairman and general 
secretary respectively, of the denomination's Comission on Ecumenical Missions, 
in a letter to Woolworth head Robert C. Kirkwood, asked that the company's 
management “use its authority to implement this policy" of non-segregation,. 


The letter notes that while not only Woolworth stores are involved and 
"your stores in certain communities have participated with local committees in 
hastening integration, most recently in Nashville, Tenn. we believe that ie 
situation has moved beyond the place where it can be dealt with on the local 
level and that community efforts would be greatly strengthened by such a policy 
statement". 
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The Church's commission owns 1,500 shares of Woolworth stock, currently 
worth about $100,000 on the market. The stock is part of the funds and invest-= 
ments which have been given tho commission over the years to carry..on Its .works 


The Church's General Assembly moeting last week in Cleveland went on record 
by vote in favour of "peaceable and orderly" civil disobedience when laws fa- 
vouring racial discrimination "violate the law of God", 


The Assembly specifically endorsed the non-violent student demonstration 
as consistent with "our Christian horitage, the Federal Constitution, and the 
moral consensus of our nation", 


A minority group of delegates who had cautioned against the vote because 
non-violence had been known to "get out of hand" were voted down overwhelmingly. 


The action on the sit-in strikes came in approval of a report by the As- 
sembly's Standing Committee on social education and action. It is regarded as 
one of the strongest statements on race relations tobe approved by a major 
Protestant denomination. 


The section of the report on race relations: 


EPLORED "violent" reactions that produced assaults on student demonstrations 
and the "unjust" arrest in some cases of the victims rather than assailants; 


COMMENDED individuals who, "when struck, did not strike back, who, when cursed, 
did not curse back, who acted with patience and dignity in the face of violence 
Pnoenosiuli ty" s 


URGED church-goers to seck out and patronize places of public accommodation that 
serve the public without racial discrimination, HPS, Geneva 


Anglicans Resist Race Discrimination in Britain 


(London) - A handbook on race relations issued by authority of the Church As- 
sembly of the Church of England defends mixed marriages “in principle" and calls 
for local action to break down race barriers. 


The publication, “Together in Britain", issued by the Church Information 
Board, says that there are no sound biological, theological or sociological ob-— 
jections to mixed marriages between people of different skin colour. 


Asking for an all-round improvement in welcoming strangers in Anglican 
parishes, the booklet says the Church of England tends to be more reserved about 
this than free churches, but that in improving the general welcome non-white 
visitors should not be singled out from others. 


The working group of the Church Assombly's Board for Social Responsibility, 
which prepared the publication, opposes exclusive use of local churches by "se- 
gregated" groups of Jest Indians or othersand advocates their full participation 
in normal English parish life. 


Local workers for better race relations are also urged to consider de- 
monstrations as a more effective method than pronouncements. EPs, Geneva 


"Youth Dedication". Advocated in Hungary 


(Vienna) - Introduction of Communist rites as a substitute for church ceremonies 
has been proposed by a Budapest newspaper. 
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i A range of secular ceremonies listed by the paper, "Nepszava", includes 

name-giving, weddings, funerals and "a ceremony on reaching adolescence" similar 
Ree vt t . . 

to the Hast German "youth dedications" now endorsed by the DDR Government as a 

substitute for confirmation. 


The plan provides for choir and orchestra to be available at a fee for fu- 
a + tt * : . 
nerals, with a few "cultured retired persons" on hand to arrange the ceremonies 
and make graveside specches. 


nt 3 * : . 
Local “peoples' councils" are urgcd to form committees to run the substi- 
tute rites, HPS, Geneva 


Italian Protestants Reject Church Control of Politicians 


(Rome ) ~ A representative group of Italian Protestant experts on international 
affairs has issued a sharp statemont against claims recently made in Rome for 
the right of the Roman Catholic hicrarchy to control the political decisions of 
individual Catholics active in politics, 


"Osservatore Romano", Vatican City daily, provoked the declaration by a 
front page article on May 18 affirming that the hicrarchy has the “duty and the 
right to guide, direct and correct" the members of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Ene politacal field and in all aspects of life, 


The "Osservatore" article said that "a Catholic can never contract out 
from the teachings and directives of the Church" and that "in every sectoriof 
his activity he must inspire his public and private conduct by the laws, 
Orientations and instructions of the hierarchy", 


The article referred to the incompatibility of Marxism and Christian doc- 
trine, but has aroused speculation as to how it might apply to Roman Catholic 
candidates for office in countries other than Italy. 


In reply to the "“Osservatore" pronouncement, the Italian churches! Commis=< 
sion on International Affairs observes that the statement confirms in vivid 
terms the attitude of the Church of Romo toward the state and what is expected 
of noman Catholics in public orfice. 


The Commission says that "Protestants must reject these claims of the Roman 
hierarchy", It warns that to accept them means subordinating the civil to the 
ecclesiastical society and denying the state its function as a "common home! 
for all citizens whatever theiz political opinion and religious faith, 


The Commission gocs on to point out that the “Osservatore" statement de- 
prives Catholics in office of the possibility of politically representing all 
their fellow-citizens, irrespective of religion. 

"Protestants, brought up by their churches according to the teaching of 
the Gospel, approach problems of civic, social and political life in the freedom 
and responsibility given by the Word of God", says the document, 


Declaring that Jesus Christ founded the Church to proclaim the Gospel and 
serve humanity, "and not to exercise dominion over individuals and nations", 
the Commission claims that the Church should not use its spiritual mandate as a 
pretext for assuming temporal powcr. 


The Church of Rome is described as forbidding its members free political 
choice by telling them they must obey the hierarchy. By preventing them from 
taking direct and conscientious responsibility in the political life of nhers 
country, the Commission says, the Roman Church “offends the Christian conscience 
of whole peoples, deeply disturbs some individual Christians and provokes an 
anti—clerical attitude of revolt against the Church", 
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The document says history shows that political revolutions are produced by 
such Situations and that the result can be "to destroy Christian faith and give 
rise to materialism and atheism", The prophetic mission of the Church, it says, 
18 warped and compromised in bearing witness to Christ. EPS, Geneva 


Mas Isiealeue 


The Baptist congregation of San Angelo, Veroli, a district near Rome, has 
been supported by Italy's Council of State, the country's highest court of appeal, 
in its claim for a building permit for a church. The verdict followed a three- 
year legal fight started by attempts by the Mayor of Veroli to have work in pro- 
gress on the church demolished. 

x x 


A new body to be known as the Unitarian Universalist Association will be 
formed in the United States in May 1961 as the result of votes taken concurrently 
at Boston in late May 1960 by representative bodies of the existing American 
Unitarian Association and the Universalist Church of America. The new group will 
have a membership of 200,000. Merger will be effective at the level of denomi- 
national headquarters, but decisions about local mergers are to be left to local 
congregations. (See also EPS Noe44, 1959) 

* x 


Dr. WE. Sangster, well-known british Methodist writer and preacher, died 
in London on May 24 at the age of 64. He was the war-time miuister of West- 
minster Central Hall and president of the British Methodist Conference in 1950. 


* * 


Dr, Ida S, Scudder, one of the most famous of medical missionaries and 
founder of the Vellore Christian Medical College and Hospital in South India, 
died at Kodaikanal on May 24 at the age of 90. Dr. Scudder, who came of a family 
of medical missionaries pioneered medical education for women in India and es- 
tablished a school and clinic with a world-wide reputation and supporters in 


many countries. 
* * 


Dr. Leo Zander of Paris, well~known Russian Orthodox Professor, has received 
an honorary degree in thoology from the University of uarburg, in recognition of 
his work in promoting undcrstanding between Orthodox and Protestant Christians, 
and for the important part he has played in the ccumenical movement. 


* * 


At the seventh plenary session of the International Comaittee for World 
Refugee Year, held last week in Geneva, it was announced that 38 national commit— 
tees for the Year aim to raise a total of $34,800,000. Co-chairman for the ses— 
sion of the committec, which groups 78 non-governmental and voluntary welfare 
agoncies, was Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of the Service to Refugees of 


the World Council of Churches, 
se 3 


Dr. Thorvald Olsen Burntvedt, president of the Lutheran Free Church of 
America for 28 years until his retirement in 1958, died suddenly in Minneapolis 


on May 12, at. the age of 71. EPS, Geneva 
x * 
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